Government response to the Legislation, Justice and Constitution
Committee Report on The Health Protection (Coronavirus
Restrictions) (Wales) (Amendment) (No. 4) Regulations 2020

Technical Scrutiny

1. Standing Order 21.2(vii) - that there appear to be inconsistencies between
the meaning of its English and Welsh texts

These are minor typographical errors in the Welsh text which we will correct.
Merits Scrutiny

1. Standing Order 21.3(ii) — that it is of political or legal importance or gives
rise to issues of public policy likely to be of interest to the Senedd.

The Committee has asked the Welsh Government to clarify why these
Regulations follow the urgent procedure under section 45R of the Public Health
(Control of Disease) Act 1984.

The urgency derived from repeated calls from Police Chief Constables and Police
and Crime Commissioners in Wales to make changes to the amounts of fixed
penalty. A decision was made to change this for repeat offenders and it became
urgent to implement ahead of the Whitsun Bank Holiday. This was done in order
to deter people from leaving their homes and from travelling into and across
Wales.

This came as a result of the UK Government increasing the fixed penalty
applicable in England for comparable offences, resulting in a greater difference
between Wales and England. The increase in England took effect on 13 May.

Following their calls for changes to be made, Police and Crime Commissioners
and Chief Constables in Wales were asked to provide evidence based on their
experience of policing since the change to the English penalties. This information
was given due consideration alongside other factors and Welsh Government
decided the appropriate approach for Wales was to retain the level of fine for first
and second offences but add multipliers for subsequent offences.



